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Second Sunday of Easter April 11, 2021 
Worship of Word & Sacrament  
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s 
presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the 
first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers 
us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a 
community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us 
is in need. 

Welcome to Worship  
This is the day that the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
We will share communion together.  You’ll need bread/cracker and juice/water/wine. If you don’t have both, know that 
you receive the same promise in just one element. 
So let’s take a moment to prepare ourselves for worship.  I invite you to take 3 calm, cleansing breaths to center yourself 
in this place, wherever you are, as we prepare to worship the One from whom all things come.  
  

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting 
earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us 
companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.  
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

We Gather as the Body of Christ 

Apostolic Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to 
show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
All: Amen. 

We Hear & Proclaim God’s Word 

The Gospel: John 20:19-31 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who 
entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
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19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met 
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 
are retained.” 
 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put 
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.” 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name. 

Reflection:  Meeting Us Where We Are      Rev. Tina Reyes  

Prayers of the People: 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and 
answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 
You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one heart it testifies to the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your creation. Restore waters, 
cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the ways of your love. Defeat in 
us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your generous Spirit, that we provide 
for the needs of others. Announce your peace to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the light of the risen Christ in our life together, so 
that we live in love for one another and our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts of those who now live in 
endless joy (especially). Unite us with them in resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 
Jesus said to his disciples: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. In this community, we come together as the body of Christ to 
learn, to engage, and to witness God’s amazing abundant love for all.  Beloved, do not let your hearts be troubled. 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

We share Jesus’ Meal Together 

Words of Institution 
The Lord is with you.  
And also with you 
 
 

Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant people, led them on all their journeys, 
and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and with your people throughout the 
world. 
  
Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, Word made flesh, Power of the Most High, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give 
us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Communion 
Communion elements were included in your meal. A bread/cracker and juice/wine/water are all you need.   As instructed, we will share in the bread 
and wine together.   
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Invitation to the meal:  
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

Take the bread. Hold it in your hand. The body of Christ given for you.  Take and eat. 
Take the cup.  Hold it in your hand. The blood of Christ shed for you. Take and drink. 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Go in peace.  The God of 
peace is with you. 
Amen. 

We are Sent to Proclaim and Serve 

Farewell & Godspeed: 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Haana Ruby Nelson, as you leave LuMin St. Louis as our intrepid Admin, we wish to bid you farewell. 
 

A reading from Isaiah: Thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have 
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame 
shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. (Isaiah 43:1-3) 
 

When you came to this community, we rejoiced to welcome you into the mission we share as the people of God. In this 
community you have come to know and to share in God’s loving purpose for you and for all creation. God has blessed 
you in this community, and God has blessed us through you. 
 

Let us pray. 
Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servant, Haana, who have enriched this community and 
shared her gifts with her community. Now bless and preserve her at this time of transition. Day by day, guide her and 
give her what is needed, friends to cheer their way, and a clear vision of that to which you are now calling her. By your 
Holy Spirit be present in her pilgrimage, that she may travel with the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Charge & Blessing: 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, Creator, Redeemer +, & Sustainer, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Dismissal: 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

Sources: 
Sundays and Seasons for Thanksgiving for Baptism, Prayer of the Day, Prayers of the People, Thanksgiving at the Table, 
Farewell & Godspeed, Blessing and Dismissal.  


