DOERS OF THE WORD: TAMING OUR TONGUES
SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 WORSHIP OF WORD & SACRAMENT
The assembly is invited to speak as one where the words are in bold print.
W ELCOME
C ALL T O W ORSHIP
We come here today not because we are clever but because God welcomes
the slow learners.
We come here not because we are wise, but because God loves us in spite of our folly.
We come knowing that the greatest persons will be found among those who humbly serve like Jesus did,
and that the brightest ideas and the deepest truth will come from those who see themselves as little children
in Christ’s school.
O Lord, open up our mind and our hearts and enable our lives to declare your praise. 1
G ATHERING S ONG : I L OVE Y OU L ORD
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P RAYER FOR J AMES 3:1-12
Lord, I humbly come to you this day to tell you thank you. You have shown us so much compassion despite our
tongues. We have hurt our neighbors, our friends, and our families. Bridle our tongues, God, that we might
speak love and not hate. Bridle our tongues, God, that we might uplift and not tear down. Bridle our tongues,
God, that we might continue to win more citizens for the kingdom. It’s in the name of the one who saved us,
Jesus Christ, that we pray.
Amen.2
R EADING : J AMES 3:1-12 T HE M ESSAGE
Don’t be in any rush to become a teacher, my friends. Teaching is highly responsible work. Teachers are held
to the strictest standards. And none of us is perfectly qualified. We get it wrong nearly every time we open our
mouths. If you could find someone whose speech was perfectly true, you’d have a perfect person, in perfect
control of life.
A bit in the mouth of a horse controls the whole horse. A small rudder on a huge ship in the hands of a skilled
captain sets a course in the face of the strongest winds. A word out of your mouth may seem of no account, but
it can accomplish nearly anything—or destroy it!
It only takes a spark, remember, to set off a forest fire. A careless or wrongly placed word out of your mouth
can do that. By our speech we can ruin the world, turn harmony to chaos, throw mud on a reputation, send the
whole world up in smoke and go up in smoke with it, smoke right from the pit of hell.
This is scary: You can tame a tiger, but you can’t tame a tongue—it’s never been done. The tongue runs wild, a
wanton killer. With our tongues we bless God our Father; with the same tongues we curse the very men and
women he made in his image. Curses and blessings out of the same mouth!
My friends, this can’t go on. A spring doesn’t gush fresh water one day and brackish the next, does it? Apple
trees don’t bear strawberries, do they? Raspberry bushes don’t bear apples, do they? You’re not going to dip
into a polluted mud hole and get a cup of clear, cool water, are you?
R EFLECTION : D OING THE W ORD A ND W ATCHING O UR W ORDS
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Curry F. Butler, Africana Liturgical Resources, Pentecost Package #2, ed. Safiyah Fosua.

S ONG : B E T HOU M Y V ISION

P RAYERS & W ORDS OF I NSTITUTION
For who or what shall we pray tonight?
L ORD ’ S P RAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

C OMMUNION D ISTRIBUTION
A bottle of sanitizer will go around the circle. Pastor will come to you with the bread. You will be given a small
communion cup filled with wine. Please place the cup into the bucket after worship.

S ENDING S ONG : M AKE M E A S ERVANT W&P 96

Lyrics: Make me a servant, humble and meek.
Lord, let me lift up, those who are weak.
And may the prayer of my heart always be:
Make me a servant, make me a servant,
Make me a servant today.
B LESSINGS AND S ENDING
As you have been fed, go to feed the hungry.
As you have been set free, go to set free the imprisoned.
As you have been received – give.
As you have heard – proclaim.
And the blessing which you have received from the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer be always with you. 3
Amen.
Go in peace. Be the Good News
Thanks be to God.
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